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to thirty camels and packhorses. A few miles below
Dulan-kuo we debouched from the valley, and then
crossed a plain, some ten miles broad. In this are two
small salt lakes: to the east, the Dulan-nor which receives
the stream that flows by Dulan-kuo; and to the west the
Dabesun-nor1 which receives the Kachu-osu from the south
and another stream from the west. The northern part of
this plain is cultivated wherever possible and irrigation
ditches carry water over it, but the sand is rapidly cover-
ing the fertile land, and the Mongols will soon be obliged
to till the remoter side valleys. The southern part of
the plain is an alkaline shaking-bog in which the foot-
sinks at every step, where quicksands are numerous and
travel possible only along some very narrow and scarcely
discernible trails. The mountains which border it to the
south, the Timurte,2 constitute the northern water-shed of
the Ts'aidain basin, which is from 600 to 800 feet lower than
the Koko-nor and Dulan-nor basins. The political boun-
dary between the territory of the CMng-hai Wang and the
neighboring Ts'aidam prince, the Beileh of Koko, is, liow-
ever, to the north of the range and passes through the two
lakes just mentioned. In the hill country to the east live
Tibetans (Panak'a) belonging to the south Koko-nor tribe.
After crossing these mountains we entered the desert
of Koko Beileh. The sand has been blown against the
Timurte till it forms a line of hills in places as high as
the mountains themselves. Here and there on the level
grows a low brash called haramagu* of which camels are
1 Their   approximate   altitude   is    plain.   A few junipers and cedars
10,600 feet above sea level, that of    grow on their northern slope.
Dulan-kuo about 11,100.                         3 in Chinese Pei-tzit   Prjevalsky,
2 The north side of these moun-    "Mongolia," n, 167, calls it Jsarmyk
tains is dolerite; the central and south    (Nitraria scJioberi), and A. D. Carey,
parts, pudding-stone.   Their highest    "Proc. Boy, Geog. Soev" IX, 745,
peaks are not over 1200 feet above the    gives its name as Jtarmo*